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Abstract  Institutional research at any level of education is important 
in driving innovation and growth. This article provides an overview of the 
development of Caribbean community colleges as well as an exploration 
of the challenges faced so far by research including the significant gaps in 
Caribbean community college research.  
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RESEARCH AND THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE STORY 

     Caribbean Community Colleges have been playing a vital role in the 
advancement of affordable education designed to increase opportunities for 
anyone seeking a different pathway to success for the last four decades. The 
importance of these institutions, the role they play in society, and the social, 
economic and environmental impact they have had have not been explored as 
extensively as those of their more prominent University counterparts in the 
Caribbean. However, there are individual pockets of research conducted 
yearly by faculty and students in community colleges that are of great value 
and need a forum within which they can share this knowledge. 
 In advancing this mandate, the Excelsior Community College 
Academic Journal was conceptualized with a commitment to serve in a forum 
where researchers and practitioners can share scholarship of the highest 
standard surrounding concepts, studies and innovations in the field of 
Caribbean community college education. With this in mind, I share a brief 
overview of the development of the Community College system in the 
Caribbean and the impact on the tertiary education of these small but 
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DEVELOPMENT OF CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 
 Higher education, in the Anglophone Caribbean, serves a vast 
population, with the larger islands of Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad and 
Tobago taking the lead in providing higher education for the many of the 

oldest college in the region, is still considered the Ivy League of Universities 
in the Caribbean. First established in 1948 as a College of the University of 
London, the UWI, as it is popularly known, is a research university with four 
campuses throughout the region serving nearly fifteen thousand students. 
However, while the UWI and other universities serve the region well, the cost 
of a university education, and the need for more workforce-oriented programs 
led to the development of the community college system.  
 The increase in demand for tertiary education across the region, with 
many governments touting the importance of higher education, has placed a 
great demand on the educational system that had been a part of the British 
model. Additionally, this university system did not serve the Caribbean 
populous well as it was geared for the elite. The community college models 
were an alternative that were viewed as socially, economically and politically 
necessary for growth and development (Grant-Woodham & Morris, 2009) by 

community college, -
Woodham & Morris, 2009, p.300) was established in the late 1970s to fill this 
gap. Community colleges now exist in the Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica, 
Antigua, Turks and Caicos and Trinidad and Tobago. However, based on the 
North American categorization of community colleges, only Barbados and 
Jamaica could be truly considered to fit the mould of multipurpose higher 
education institutions. 
 First established in 1974, the Jamaican community college system, 
with franchises in Anguilla, the Turks and Caicos and the Bahamas, was 
created to assist students pursuing sixth form (12-13 grade) studies. Of the 
community colleges in the Caribbean, Jamaica, which is the largest English-
speaking island, has eight community colleges governed by the Council of 
Community Colleges of Jamaica (CCCJ), a statutory agency under the 
Ministry of Education (MOE). Now catering to a student population of 

pivotal turning 
one of the most affordable, flexible and accessible means to tertiary 

(2017), states that enrolment in community colleges has grown over the past 
two years to about 18 percent and opines that community colleges offer high 
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quality and affordable education that is aimed at improving lives and 
cementing the importance of community colleges in the Caribbean.  
 
ROLE OF RESEARCH IN COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 
 The aim of Caribbean community colleges was originally to provide 
an alternative to university and to offer courses in keeping with societal 
needs. This mandate has not changed much and community colleges afford 
students in the Caribbean opportunities to reach their goals of higher 
education, and provides students with educational programs offering training 
that leads to employability for new students, and career growth or change for 
those who are already working. They are the small, but important, educational 
alternative for many and as such need to be studied as they face contemporary 
issues and challenges facing Caribbean community colleges.  
 Research on community college education in the Caribbean is, as 
stated earlier, almost non-existent but is vital to understanding the nature of 
these institutions and their very vital role. Institutional research, driven by 
data, in areas such as student success, attrition, programme development and 
leadership are but a few of the core research areas that Caribbean community 
colleges need to engage in to help develop research in Caribbean community 
colleges.  Research by Morest & Jenkins (2007) points to the importance of 
such evidence based research to not just use data in an administrative capacity 
for improving enrolments but to also use research to gain insights into 

 
 Research on areas of teaching and learning, technology usage, new 
teaching methods and assessments are areas which would not only benefit 

understanding the ever-changing needs of students.  Davis III, Deil-Amen, 
Rios-Aguilar, & González Canché (2015), in synthesizing research on social 
media usage amongst higher educational and community college students, 

community college faculty, staff, and administrators in the construction of 
positive educational experiences and outcomes for their stude
While this research was concentrated on the use of social media, it points to 
the very practical application of research by educational institutions to reach 
and serve students and achieve institutional strategic goals. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 Caribbean community colleges are, in many ways, the heart of 
practical education and for many families the only opportunity for a higher 
education that might otherwise be beyond their reach. Evidencing the 
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importance of these institutions, through research on the aforementioned 

goals to societal needs and to offer programs relevant to societal needs. 
Additionally, as Caribbean Governments rely on community colleges to 
support their agendas to train future workforce members for both current and 
emerging industries, Caribbean community colleges will need the research 
that supports the latest and best in educational teaching, skills and technology 
to ensure they are not just following the crowd but being the leaders in the 
educational arena. 
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